





m j il| 


111 


B E S 

To Bhspi't. v. a. I bcfpett, or befpit ; I have befpit , or be/pitten. 
[from /pit:'] To dawb with fpittle. 

Bbspo'kk. [irreg. particip. from btfptak ; which fee.] 

To Bespo't. v. a. [from /pot.] To mark with fpots. 

Mildew reds on the wheat, be/potting the dalks with a dif- 
ferent colour from the natural. Mortimer's Husbandry. 

T o Bespre'ad. v. a. [from /pread.] To fp read over; to co- 
ver over. 

His nuptial bed, 

M'ith curious needles wrought, and painted flowers befpread. 

Dryden. 

The globe is equally be/pread ; fo that no place wants proper 
inhabitants. Derbatn's Phyfico-Theology. 

To Bespri'nkle. v. a. [from /pr inkle.] To fprinkle over ; to 
fcatter over. 

He indeed, imitating the father poet, whofe life he had alfo 
written, hath brfprinklcd his work with many fabulofities. 

Brown’s Vulgar Err ours, b. i. c. 8. 

A purple flood 

Flows from the trunk, that welters in the blood : 

The bed befprinkles , and bedews the ground. Dryden. 

To BesPu'tter. v. a. [from /putter.] ' To fputter over fo’me- 
thing ; to dawb any thing by fputtering, or throwing out fpit- 
tle upon it. 

Best. adj. thefuperlative from good, [ber, betepa, bety-c, good, 
better, bed, Saxon.] 

1 . Mod good ; that which has good qualities in the highed de- 
gree. 

And he will take your fields, even the bejl of them, and give 
them to his fervants. i Samuel, viii. 14. 

When the bcjl tilings are not poflible, the bed may be made 
Of thofe that are. Hooker , b. v. § 9. 

When he is bejl , he is a little more than a man ; and when 
he is word, he is a little better than a bead. Sbakc/p . M. of Ven. 

I think it a good argument to fay, the infinitely wife God 
hath made it fo : and therefore it is bejl. But it is too much 
confidence of our own wifdom, to fay, I think it bejl , and 
therefore God hath made it fo. Locke. 

An evil intention perverts the bejl actions, and makes them 
fins. Addi/on. Spoliator, N 3 213. 

2. Tl.'e bejl. The utmod power ; the dronged endeavour ; the 
mod} the highed perfection. 

I profefs not talking : only this, 

Let each man do his bejl. Shake/p. Henry IV. p. i. 

The duke did his bejl to come down. Bacon’s War with Sp. 
He does this to the bejl of his power. Locke. 

My friend, faid he, our fport is at the bejl. Addij. Ovid. 

3. To make the bejl. To carry to its greated perfection } to im- 
prove to the utmod. 

Let there be freedom to carry their commodities where they 
may make the bejl of them, except there be fome fpecial caufc 
of caution. Bacon. 

His father left him an hundred drachmas; Alnafchar, in or- 
der to make the bejl of it, laid it out in glades. Addi/on. Spell. 

We fet fail, and made the bejl of our way, till we were 
forced, by contrary winds, into St. Remo. Addi/on on Italy. 

Best, ad a. [from well.] In the highed degree of goodnefs. 

He fliall dwell in that place where he fliall choofe in one of 
thy gates, where it liketh him bejl. Dcut. xxiii. 16. 

Best is fometimes ufed in compofition. 

Thefe latter bcjl-be-trujl-fpies had fome of them further in- 
ftruCIions, to draw oft' the bed friends and fervants of Perkin, 
by making remondranccs to them, how weakly his enterprise 
and hopes were built. Bacon's Henry W II. 

By this law of loving even our enemies, the chridian religion 
difeovers itfelf to be the mod generous and bejlnatured inditu- 
tion that ever was in the world. Ti/lot/on, Jermon v. 

To Besta'in. v. a. [from fain.] To mark with ftains ; to 
fpot. 

We will not line his thin bejlaincd eloke 
With our pure honours. Shake/p. King John. 

To Beste'ad. v.a. I bcjled ; I have bejled. [fromjlead.] 

1 . To profit. 

Hence vain deluding joys. 

The brood of folly, without father bred. 

How little you bejl cad , 

Or fill the fixed mind with all your toys. 

2 . To treat ; to accommodate. 

And they Ihall pafs through it hardly bejl cad, and hungry. 

Ifiiah , viii. 21. 

Be'stial. adj. [from beajl.] 

1 . Belonging to a bead, or to the clafs of beads. 

His wild difordcr’d walk, his haggard eyes,. 

Did all the bejlial citizens furprize. Dryden s Hind and P. 

2. Having the qualities of beads ; brutal ; below the dignity of 
reafon or humanity $ carnal. 

I have loft the immortal part of myfelf, and what remains is 
bejlial. Shake/p. Othello. 

Moreover, urge his hateful luxury. 

And bejlial appetite, in change of lull:. Sbake/p. Rich. III. 

For thofe, the race of Ifracl oft forfook 
Their living drength, and, unfrequented, left 


Milton. 
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His righteous altar, bowing lowly down 
To bejlial gods. Milton's Pared/ Lojl, b. 

1 he tilings promifed arc not grofs and carnal, fuch as 
court and gratify the mod be/lial part of us. Decay of Pi/ 

Bestiality. n.f [from beftial.] The * y ' 

gcneracy from human nature, 


he quality of beafe; 


What can be a greater abfurdity, than to affirm befiiality to 
be the eflence of humanity, and darknefs the center of lijh't ? 

„ , Arbutbnot and Pope's Mart. Scribln-m 

lowhumlnity [fr0m W KaL 1 ^tally j in a manner £ 

T ° BE *jf CK - v - f* preter. I lejluck, I have bejluck. [from flick A 
1 o dick over with any thing ; to mark any thing bv infixing 
points or fpots here and there. 0 

Truth Ihall retire; 

Bejluck with fland’rous darts ; and works of faith 
Rarely be found. Milt. Par. Loft, b. xii / r-.fi 

To Besti'r. *. a . [from Jlir.] ' 5 " 

1. I o put into vigorous action. It is feldom ufed otherwife than 
with the reciprocal pronoun. 

As when men wont to watch 
On duty, fleeping found by whom they dread, 

Rouze and bejlir themfelves ere well awake. Milton 

Bejlirs her then, and from each tender dalk 
Whatever earth, all-bearing mother, yields, 

She gathers. " ' Par. Loft, b.n 

But, as a dog that turns the fpit, 

BJlirs himfelf, and plies his feet 
I o climb the wheel, but all in vain. 

His own weight brings him down again. Hudilras, p. ii. c. iii. 
What aileth them, that they mud needs bejlir them/elves to 
get in air, to maintain the creature’s life ? Roy on Creation. 

2 . It is ufed by Sbakefpeare with a common word. 

I am fcarce in breath, my lord. — No marvel you have fo bt- 
Jlirrcd your valour, you cowardly rafeal ! Shake/p. King Lear. 

T o BES TOW . v. a. [bejleden, Dutch.] 

1. To give ; to confer upon. 

All men would willingly have yielded him praife ; but his 
nature was fuch as to bejlovj it upon himfelf, before any could 
give it. Sidney. 

All the dedicate things of the houfe of the Lord did they be- 
Jlow upon Baalim. 2 Chron. xxiv. 7. 

Sir Julius Casfar had, in his office, the difpofition of the fix 
darks places ; which he had b flowed to fuch perfons as he 
thought fit. Clarendon. 

2. To give as charity. 

Our Saviour doth plainly witnefs, that there fhould not be 
as much as a cup of cold water beftewed for his fake, without re- 
ward. Hooker , b. ii. § 8. 

And though he was unfatisfied in getting. 

Which was a fin ; yet in bejloiving, madam. 

He was mod princely. Shakefp. Henry VIII. 

Spain to your gift alone her Indies owes ; 

For what the pow’rful takes not, he btjhnvs. Dryden. 

You always exceed expeditions: as if yours was not your 
own, but to bejiow on wanting merit. Dryden' s Fables , Dei. 

3. To give in marriage. 

Good rev’rcnd father, make my perfon yours ; 

And tell me how you would IJioiv yourlelf. Shakefp. 

I could have beftowed her upon a fine gentleman, who ex- 
tremely admired her. Tatler, N° 75. 

4. To give as a prefent. 

Pure oil and incenfe on the fire they throw. 

And fat of victims which his friends bejiow. Dryden. 

5. To apply. 

The fea was not the duke of Marlborough’s element ; other- 
wife the whole force of the war would infallibly have been be- 
jlowcd there. Swift. 

6. To lay out upon. 

And thou fhalt be/low that money for whatfoever thy foul 
ludeth after, for oxen, for fheep, or lor wine. Deut. xiv. 26. 

7. To lay up ; to dow ; to place. 

And when he came to the tower, he took them from their 
hand, and b flowed them in the houfe. 2 Kings, v. 24. 

Besto'wer. n./. [from bejiow.] Giver; he that confers any 
thing; difpofer. 

They all agree in making one fupreme God ; and that there 
are fcveral beings that are to be worihipped under him ; fome as 
the btjiowcrs of thrones, but fubordinate to theSuprcm c.Stillingfl- 

Bestr a'ught. particip. [Of this participle I have not found the 
verb ; by analogy we may derive it from bejlrall ; perhaps it is 
corrupted from diftr aught.] Didradted; mad; out of ones 
fenfes ; out of one’s wits. ^ 

Afk Marian, the fat alewife, if die knew me not. W hat . 
I am not lejlraught. Shakefp. Tam. the Smew. 

To Bestre'w. v. a. particip. pad. bejlrtwcd, or beftrmn. [from 
Jlrcw . ] 'Fo fprinkle over. 

So thick bejlrown , 

Abject and lod lay thefe, covering the flood. Par. Lojl, b. 1. 

To Bestri'de. v. a. 1 bejlrid ; I have bejlrid, or bejlridden. [from 
Jlride.] , . 

I . To dride over any thing ; to have any thing between one s^leg^ 


BET 

; K, hc “ ** thc "A. 


Like a colofliis. j'VT • 

Make him bejlnde the ocean, and mankind 
Or Ei ; q ronfent. to ufe the fea and wind. 


Waller. 


Afk his confent, to ufe the fea 

2. To dep over. . „ , , 

2 That I fee thee here. 

Thou noble thing! more dances my rapt heart. 

Than when I fird my wedded midrefs faw 
B Jlride my threlhold. Shakefp. Conolanus. 

a. It is often ufed of riding. . 

* He be ft rides the lazy pacing clouds. 

And fails upon the bofom of the air. Shakefp. Rom. andjul. 

That horfe, that thou fo often had bejlrid: 

That horfe, that I fo carefully have drefs’d. Shakejp. R. 11. 

Venetians do not more uncouthly ride,. 

Than did their lubber date mankind b Jlride. Dryden. 

The bounding deed you pompoufly bejlride. 

Shares with his lord the pleafure and the pride. Pope- 

4. It is ufed fometimes of a man danding over fomething which 
he defends. 

He bejlrid 

An o’erprefs’d Roman, and i’ th’ conful’s view 
Slew three oppofers : Tarquin’s felf he met. 

And druck him on his knee. Shakefp. Goriolar.us. 

Let us rather 

Hold fad thc mortal fword; and, like good men, 

Bejlride our downfaln birthdom. Shakefp. Macbeth. 

If thou fee me down in the battle, and bejlride me, fo ; ’tis 
a point of friendfhip. Shakefp. Henry IV . p. i. 

He doth bejlride a bleeding land, 

Gafping for life, under great Bolingbrokc. Shak. Henry IV . 
To Bestu'd. v. a. [from Jlud.] To adorn with duds, or Alin- 
ing prominences. 

Th’ unfought diamonds 
Would fo emblaze the forehead of thc deep. 

And fo bejlui with dars, that they below 
Would grow inur’d to light. Milton. 

BET. n.f. [pebbian, to wager ; peb, a wager. Sax. from which 
thc etymologids derive bet. I Ihould rather imagine it to come 
from be tan, to mend, encreafe, or better, as a bet encreafes the 
original wager.] A wager ; fomething laid to be won upon 
certain conditions. 

The hoary fool, who many days 
Has druggl’d with continu’d forrow, 

Renews bis hope, and blindly lays 
The defp’rate bet upon tomorrow. 

His pride was in piquette, 

Newmarket fame, and judgment at a bet. 

To Bet. v.a. [from the noun.] To wager; 


Prior. 


to 


Pope. 
dakc at a 


wager. 


1. 




He drew a good bow : and dead ? John of Gaunt loved him 
well, and betted much upon his head. Shakefp. Henry IV . p, ii. 
He flies the court for want of clothes, 

Cries out ’gaind cocking, fince he cannot bet. B. Johnfon, 
The god, unhappily engag’d, 

Complain’d, and figh’d, and cry’d, and fretted, 

Lod cv’ry earthly thing he betted. Prior. 

Bet. The old preterite of beat. 

He daid for a better hour, till the hammer had wrought and 
bet the party more pliant. Bacons Henry VII. 

To Beta'ke. v.a. preter. I betook-, part. pad", betaken, [from 
tafr.] 

To take ; to feize : an obfolete fenfe. 

Then to his hands that writ he did betake. 

Which he dil'dofing read. Fairy Queen, h. f. c. xu.ft. 25. 
2. To have recourfc to ; with thc reciprocal pronoun. 

Thc adverfc party betaking itfelf to fuch practices as men em- 
brace, when they behold things brought to defperate extremi- 

tlcs ’ Hooker, b. iv. § 14. 

Thou tyrant ! 

Do not repent thefe things ; for they arc heavier 
Than all thy woes can ftir: therefore betake thee 
I oJiotlung but defpair. Shakefp. Winter's Tale. 

1 Jie red, in imitation, to like arms 
, Betook them, and thc neighb’ring hills up tore. 

. -p - , . , , . Milton's Paradife Lojl, b. vi. /. 662. 

3- I o apply ; with thc reciprocal pronoun. J 

With cafe fuch fond chimeras we purfue. 

As fancy frames for fancy to fubdue : 

But when ourfelves to action we betake. 

It fliuns the mint, like gold that chymids make. Dryden 
enervations have been the light whereby I have hil 
therto deerd my courfe, fo I here betake my/elf to them again 

4 To move , remove. ' r “ W ‘ 

Soft Die withdrew i and, like a wood nymph light. 

Oread or Dryad, or of Delia’s train, S 

Betook her to the groves. Milton's Paradife Loft, b. ix. /. 380. 
, They both betook them fevcral ways • 

To B^h'em tT rr , m rV aradi ^ 4ft x. /. 610. 

■ v.a. [from teem.] To bring forth ; tobedow; 


to give. 

Vo L. 
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So would I, laid th’ enchanter, glad and fain 

Beteem to you his fword, you to defend ; 

But that this weapon’s pow’r I well have kend, 

To be contrary to thc work that ye intend. Fairy *'• n « 

Belike for want of rain ; which I could well 

Beteem them from thc temped of mine eyes. 

Shakefp. Midjummcr Night’s Dream. 

To BethiW. V. a. I bethought-, I have bethought, [from think.] 
To recal to reflection ; to bring back to confideration, or re- 
collection. It is generally ufed with the reciprocal pronoun; 
and of before the iubjcCt of thought. , 

They were fooner in danger than they could aimed bethink 
themfelves of change. .Wwry, A ii. 

I have bethought me of another fault. Shak. Meaf for M. 

I, better bethinking myfelf, and mifliking his determination, 
gave him this order. Raleigh s Ejays. 

He himfelf, 

Infatiablc of glory, had lod all : , . 

Yet of another pica bethought him foori. Parad. Regained. 

The nets were laid, yet thc birds could never bethink them- 
fives, till hamper’d, and pad recovery. L’Eftrange. 

Cherippus, then in time yourfdf bethink. 

And what your rags will yield by auftion fink. Dryden. 
. , /•., .• -I*-- - and make him be- 


, b. xil. /. 480, 


A little confideration may allay his heat, <,..v. — 

think himfelf, whether this attempt be worth the venture. Locke. 
BETHLEHEM, n.f. [See BEDLAM.] An hofpital for lu- 
naticks. 

Be'thlehemite. n.f. [See Bedlamite.] Alunatick; art 
inhabitant of a madhoufe. 

Betho'Oght. particip. [from bethink ; which fee.] 

To Bethra'l. v.a. [from thrall.] To enflave; to conquer} 
to bring into fubjeCtion. 

Ne let that wicked woman Tape away. 

For Ihe jt is that did my lord bethral. Shakefp . King John. 
To Bethij'mp. v.a. [from thump.] To beat; to lay blowi 
upon : a ludicrous word. 

I was never fo bethumpt with words. 

Since fird I call’d my brother’s father dad. Shak. Kingjohft. 
To Beti'de. v.n. pret; It betided, or betid-, part. pad. betid. 
[from rib, Sax. See Tide.] 

1. To happen to ; to befal ; to bechance ; whether good or bad. 

Said lie then to the Palmer, reverend fire. 

What great misfortune hath betid this knight ? Fairy Queen. 

But fay, if our deliverer up to heav’n 
Mud reafeend, what will betide the few. 

His faithful, left among th’ unfaithful herd, 

Thc enemies of truth ? Milton’s Paradife Loft, 

2 . Sometimes it has to. 

Neither' know I, 

What is betid to Cloten ; but remain 

Perplext in all. Shakefp. Cymbeline , 

3. 1 o come to pafs; to fall out ; to happen. 

She, when her turn was come her tale to tell, 

T old of a drange adventure that betided. 

Betwixt the fox and th’ ape by him mifguided. Spehf ILubb. 

In winter’s tedious nights, fit by the fire 
V ith good old folks, and let them tell thee tales 
Of vvoful ages, long ago betid. Shakefp. Richard II. 

Let me hear from thee by letters. 

Of thy fucccfs in love ; and what news elfe 

Bctideth here in abfence of thy friend, Sh. Two Gent. ofVer. 

4. To become. J 

If he were dead, what would betide of thee? Sh. Rich. III. 
Beti me. \adv. [from by and time ; that is, by the proper 
Beti'mes. f time.] r 

1. Seafonably ; early. 

Send fuccours, lords, and dop thc rage betime. 

™ Shakefp. Henry VI. p. ii, 

i o mealure life, learn thou betimes, and know 
Toward folid good what leads the neared way. Par. Re*. 

2. Soon; before longtime has pafled . 

W biles they arc weak, betimes with them contend ; 
h or when they once to perfect rtrength do grow, 

Strong wars they make. Fairy Qiieen, b. ii. r. iv. ft. 34. 
He t‘[ es betimes, that fpurs too fad betimes. Sh. Ricb. ll. 

1 • u , me havc an ovcr carl Y r ‘P c ncfs in their years, 
which fadeth betimes: thefe are fird, fuch as have brittle wits, 
the edge whereof is foon turned. Bacon's EJfays. 

Remember thy Creator in thc days of thy vouth • that is 
enter upon a religious courfc betimes. Tillotfbn, fermon \. 

Short is thc date, alas ! of modern rhvmes • 

3. Erfy “iff “ IC ‘ lh ' m “ Ve T’' BJh»Crit. 

He that drinks all night, and is hanged betimes in the morn- 
ing, may fleep the founder next day. i>h. M a Jure for Meaf. 

I hey rofe betimes m the morning, and oftred facrifice^- 

1 Alacc. iv. 52 


tire. 


Be'tle. j ‘ lviai 

Be'tre. J An Indian plant, ca’led water pepper. 


Dift. 


1 o Bei o ken. v. a. [from tol-en.] 

1 . To lignify; to mark ; to reprefent: 

k ,,ow wlierefore chunlics Ikojld be the worfv, if, at 
} B thi. 
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